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As 2020 draws to a close, Agristar is putting a challenging yet successful year behind us.

The South African macadamia nut industry saw a 30% drop in production. Climate being the

main contributor to the decrease.

Despite the challenges, Agristar had a good 2020, which we attribute to our integrated and

sustainable farm management approach creating a more resilient company.

We are rejuvenating our mature orchards and continue to plant beneficial cover crops while

utilizing the latest technology for irrigation, fertigation & pest control. 

We finished planting our Heidelberg farm in October and new plantings have started at

Panorama in White River. Furthermore, the first phase of Rietplaatz will be planted in January

2021.
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RecruitAgri has concluded another successful year, with the graduates completing their
practical internship on grower partner farms. 

RecruitAgri, a registered NPO, was established in 2018  to equip agricultural graduates with
world-class practical farming experience. 

This year Agristar hosted four graduates. The graduates rotated between our farms and gained
experience in all aspects of macadamia farming from development to processing. 

At the end of the day the RecruitAgri initiative's success is measured by the graduate's
successful entry into the job market.

RecruitAgri had a 90% placement rate for 2020, and two graduates joined the Agristar group as
assistant farm managers. We welcome them to the team, and wish them all the best with the
exciting new challenges to come in 2021.

SABELO FANKOMO
KUBALELE AGRICULTURE

REWARD METHEBULA
PANORAMA AGRICULTURE

RecruitAgri – Farming with Graduates



As the Agristar Group we pride ourselves at being proactive with regards to agrarian reform
in South Africa.

Agristar's community farming joint ventures are one way in which Agristar and the Community
Partners together assist with the empowerment of communities through implementing
commercial-scale, successful farming partnerships.

Maloyo Agriculture (Pty) Ltd is a joint venture between the Agristar Group and
the Maloyo Community Trust. 

Phase 1 of the project which includes vegetable cash crops is complete and
phase 2 will be initiated in 2021/2022.

Kubalele Farming (Pty) Ltd is a new joint venture
between a Communal Property Association on the
outskirts of Nelspruit and the Agristar Group. 

It is a majority black-owned macadamia project that
directly addresses inclusive rural transformation and
community upliftment, creating job opportunities and
transferring knowledge while building a successful and
sustainable enterprise.

We broke ground at Kubalele in October and are
prepping the first hectares for planting in 2021.

Farming with Community

DO YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT OUR COMMUNITY FARMING
PARTNERSHIPS?

www.maloyoagriculture.co.za



Agristar Training & Development

The Agristar 2020/21 learnerships are in full swing. We have
30 learners  who are completing a National Certificate in
Macadamia Production and Dehusking. A further five
members from our community projects are completing their
National Certificate in Plant Production. 

Our newly launched Agristar Learning Programme aims to
provide educational opportunities to all our staff. The
programme includes entry-level literacy and numeracy,
national certificates, artisanship, and university diplomas and
degrees. 

Agristar staff have equal opportunity to apply to the bursary
programme and develop their education. We aim to assist
every member of our team in reaching their full potential. 

"Education is the most powerful weapon which you can
use to change the world." 

Former President – Nelson Mandela.



Despite minor setbacks during the flowering season, our orchards had relatively good nut set.

 Now that the November nut drop has come to an end, we breathe easier and ensure the
orchards have all the nutrients they need to carry the nuts through to harvest.

With new flush on the roots and leaves, we are focusing on fertilizing and orchard sanitation
in preparation for the 2021 harvest. 

We are optimistic about the coming season. 

Agristar Eagles in partnership with Mpumalanga Crowned Eagle Working Group

In the last quarter's newsletter, we announced our
partnership with the Mpumalanga Crowned Eagle
Working Group. 

We offer our sincere condolences to the family of Petri
Viljoen and the Mpumalanga Crowned Eagle team. 

Petri passed away in late October and will be sorely
missed, as will his contributions to conservation in Africa.
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