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FIRST QUARTER NEWS

WHAT'S HAPPENING AT

AGRISTAR

The first quarter of 2020 has flown by and as we
welcome the second quarter of the year, so we are
faced with new and unexpected challenges. 

At Agristar, we are pushing forward to ensure our
operations continue. Although logistics have become
more challenging, the Agristar team is working
together, while adhering to the national lock-down
regulations. 

All support staff are working remotely, and we have
taken steps to ensure our farm employees are safe
and able to continue working. 

We are preparing for further obstacles but stay
optimistic about 2020.  

See what our sustainability team was up to in 2019. 

Our 2019 Sustainability Report is now available for
download on our website.

https://agristargroup.co.za/sustainabilityreports/

Sustainability Report 2019 Now Available for Download

Agristar's Response to
COVID-19
Prioritising our Staffs Well-
being
Agristar's First Delivery to
Global Macadamia's. Our
State of the Art Mega
Processing Facility
Beneficial Cover Crops
From the Roots Up -
Agristar's New Nut Tree
Nursery
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FIRST QUARTER NEWS

AGRISTARS RESPONSE TO COVID-19
As COVID-19 spreads across South Africa and around the globe, we can see the devastating

effects - from economic breakdowns to the increasing number of deaths. South Africa has

not realised the full impact of this pandemic, and we hope that all affected countries will

recover as quickly as possible.  

Agristar is proud to form part of the essential service of agriculture when access to healthy

food is a real concern to so many populations. We believe it is important that consumers rest

assured that farmers across South Africa continue to operate to ensure consistent food

supply. 

As per our sustainability philosophy, we maintain that sustainability starts at home. As such,

we are initially focusing our response to the COVID-19 pandemic on our farm employees and

their families. 

Besides having strict hygiene and screening measures in place, we are accommodating our

farm employees on our farms for the lock-down. We have decreased the size of our working

teams ensuring they can maintain social distance.  By providing accommodation, we reduce

their exposure to densely populated areas, therefore lowering the risk of COVID-19

infections. 

By the end of April, we will have served 40 000 balanced and nutritious meals, including

fresh vegetables and fresh meat. This not only assists in strengthening our farm employee's

immune systems but also provides an opportunity to earn more income for themselves and

their families. These provisions are of particular importance during this time as many of

Agristar’s farm employees’ loved ones, working in non-essential services, lost their income

due to the lock-down. 

Stay informed about COVID-19 with South
Africas official COVID-19 website

https://sacoronavirus.co.za/


F I R S T  Q U A R T E R  2 0 2 0

Agristar Private Medical Insurance 

In November 2019, we did a company-wide roll-out of private

medical insurance. Our farm employees now have access to private

primary health care anywhere in South Africa.

The health insurance covers all GP visits, basic dentistry,

optometry, chronic disease, and lifetime disease management, as

well as all prescription medication. All these services are available to

our farming staff free of charge with no out of pocket expenses.

Our farming staff is not only the most valuable staff that Agristar

employs but also the most vulnerable. Therefore, supporting their

mental and physical well being is of utmost importance to us.

The current health crisis has highlighted that making provision for our

 farming  staffs’ medical care is more important than ever.

In the coming months, we will start focusing on wider-ranging community initiatives to do everything we can to

assist in fighting the impact of the virus.

We will continue to monitor the situation closely and are working hard at developing more ways in which to

fight the impact of the virus.

https://www.littleeden.org.za/
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Agristar’s has started harvesting and picking is in full swing. Our de-husking plants are working at
capacity, and we have 280 additional temporary workers on staff.

As the harvesting season kicks off, we are excited to announce our very first nut-in-shell delivery to
Global Macadamias, South Africa's new state of the art mega processing facility. Our initial ten-ton
delivery was the first to be processed at Global Macadamia's.  

Global Macadamias is a processing factory that was developed by growers for growers.

 

-Delivering Nuts To Our New State Of
The Art Mega Processing Facility-

https://www.globalmacadamias.co.za/
https://www.littleeden.org.za/


Beneficial Cover
Crops

Agristar Macs aim to become the
leader in environmental nut farming.
As part of our environmental
sustainability programme, we have
implemented the use of beneficial
cover crops in our orchards.

Rather than using traditional grasses

popular in the industry, we selected

covers that do more than cover the

soil.  

There are many benefits to using
select cover and inter-row crops.
These benefits include rejuvenating
the soil by adding nutrients and
green manure. They improve water
retention in the soil, which in turn
reduces our need to irrigate and,
therefore, water consumption.
Certain inter-row crops provide
environmentally beneficial
windbreaks to protect the trees in
younger orchards. Also, creating
insect pest predator havens and
pollinator supporting flowers for
when our trees are not in bloom.

The first farms have had excellent
results, and we can see the
beneficial insect activity increasing
daily.

Early this year, we broke ground on our new Macadamia tree
nursery. The land has been cleared and prepped, and the shade net
is being installed. Construction is just in time as we will be
germinating the first nuts from our best orchards.

The nursery will be compliant with [SGASA] (Seedling Growers
Association of South Africa) regulations.  SGASA is the gold
standard in plant nurseries in South Africa, and the regulations are
equivalent to international standards. We will soon be able to
proudly say that from seed to shelf, we have accreditations from the
industry's international accreditation organisations.

The new nursery follows Agristar Macadamias' sustainability
philosophy.

• People: Numerous jobs created and skills developed.

• Planet: Minimal transport to our farms means reduced carbon
emissions, the use of the best Integrated Pest Management
Systems, conservation, and preservation of natural resources
through integrated sustainable management practices.

• Profit: Quality nuts can only grow on quality trees, and at Agristar,
we are committed to supplying only the best to our consumers.

We are truly growing our business from the Roots Up.

Growing our business from the

'Roots Up.'
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For more information visit our
website:

https://agristargroup.co.za/


